








Thursday, March 13
Senate okays changes to DWI laws

The Senate passed a bill Thurs., Mar. 13, requiring increased
insurance coverage for persons with DWI convictions. Also passed
were S.F. 2102, regarding guardians ad litem, and S.F. 2280,
reducing taxes for taconite companies.

S.F. 2098, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
mandates that anyone convicted of a DWI carry liability insurance
of at least $50,000 for bodily injury caused to one person and
$100,000 for any one accident. The offender must comply with the
requirement for two years after reinstatement of his license.

The bill also expands the definition of the crime to include
driving under the influence of certain substances other than
alcohol which “substantially impair” a person’s ability to drive.

Under the bill, the court would impound registration plates and
certificates of offenders with three convictions within five years or
four convictions within ten years. The bill also sets farth
conditions for the issuance of special plates for vehicles registered
jointly with family members licensed to operate the vehicle.

The Senate also granted final passage to S.F. 2102, authored by
Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.). The bill originally required a court to
appoint a guardian ad litem in family court proceedings for child
custody or divorce if there was “reason to believe” the child had
been a victim of domestic abuse. However, an amendment
introduced by Sen. Ron Sieloff (IR-St. Paul), and approved by the
Senate changed the standard to require that the court have
“probable cause” to believe that the child had been abused.

S.F. 2280, which chief author Douglas Johnson (DFL-Cook) said
was intended to help the taconite industry compete with foreign
markets, was also approved. The bill reduces four types of taxes
taconite companies must pay. The Senate approved a controversial
amendment to the bill which appropriates $20,000 from the
general fund to the commissioner of natural resources to be used
only as a loan guarantee for a project developing the new KR,
process. The Dept. of Natural Resources is currently applying to
the federal government for a loan, said the amendment’s sponsor
Sen. Ron Dicklich (DFL-Hibbing), but needs the $20 million as
security for the loan.

The Senate gave final passage to several additional bills
including: S.F. 1868 (Pogemiller) streamlining food and nutrition
programs; S.F. 2205 (Diessner) permitting Washington county to
issue certain obligation bonds to finance specific water systems;
S.F. 2147 (Benson) requiring transportation services that use
stretchers to meet life support transportation licensing
requirements; S.F. 2101 (Gustafson) authorizing the exchange of
certain state lands with the city of Thomson and the sale of certain
state lands in Lake of the Woods county; H.F. 1897 (Dahl)
extending the temporary prohibition on certain building
alternations that eliminate service bays and convert franchise
service stations to “pumper stations”; H.F. 2344 (Dicklich) making
certain St. Louis county offices appointive; H.F. 839 (Merriam)
prohibiting escape from custody by mental patients who have
been tried for a crime and found not guilty by reason of insanity;
H.F. 2294 (Solon) removing some educational assistants from civil
service in the Duluth school district; H.F. 2068 (Bernhagen)
permitting certain investment of municipal power agency funds;
H.F. 651 (Lantry) authorizing the inclusion of physical fitness
programs in grants for the mentally ill; H.F. 2216 (Schmitz)
providing for the surveying of lands by a county board; H.F. 1911
(Merriam) authorizing watershed management organizations to
establish certain taxing districts; H.F. 1782 (Peterson, C.C.)
enacting the lake improvement district act; FL.F. 2143 (Frank)
permitting specific energy cost adjustments; and H.F. 2185
(Pogemiller) giving power to the commissioner of administration
to deal with some fees.

Extension of Rule of 85 debated

Much of the Thursday evening floor session was devoted to the
explanation and debate on four pension bills. All four bills were
authored by Sen. Don Moe (DFL-St. Paul). HF. 229, allowing
persons who are currently eligible for early retirement under the
Rule of 85 to continue working for an additional six months,
sparked the most debate when an amendment was offered to
extend the window of eligibility for the Rule of 85. The
amendment, offered by Sen. Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), would
allow an additional 500 to 600 employees to retire early. However,
Moe’s opposition, based on the grounds that the Rule of 85
provision is too costly to the pension funds, prevailed and the
amendment failed on a 32-32 role call vote. The bill was then
granted final passage.

The three other pension bills were also given final passage by
the Senate. HF. 1926 establishes various accounts within the
supplemental investment fund and provides for the administration
of the accounts and for the investment and valuation of shares
within each account. HL.F. 2035 provides for increased oversight of
police and firefighters’ relief associations, standardizes the auditing
requirements and clarifies the duties and responsibilities of the
management of the local associations. S.F. 707 provides for health
insurance benefits for certain retired teachers who are not eligible
for medicaid.

Senators also granted final passage to a bill requiring that the
POW-MIA flag be flown on the Capitol. The measure, H.F. 2394,
sponsored by Sen. Florain Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), was
amended to include a bill, S.F. 1941, sponsored by Sen. Gregoray
Dahl (DFL-Coon Rapids), allowing the use of Dept. of Veterans
Affairs resources by other organizations.

Two additional bills were approved by the Senate. S.F. 1930,
authored by Sen. William Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) provides
that the cancellation of real estate contracts for deed is dependent
upon when the contract was executed. S.F. 1065 regulates all-
terrain vehicles.

The Senate also granted concurrance and re-passage to S.F. 1580.
The measure, sponsored by Sen. Linda Berglin, requires the
adoption of the 1985 Life Safety Code standards by intermediate
care facilities for the mentally retarded.

Finally, two measures received extensive debate but were
progressed before receiving final passage. S.F. 2129, authored by
Sen. Gene Waldorf (DFL-St. Paul), permits a hotel-motel tax in the
city of St. Paul, in order to build a convention center facility. S.F.
1847, authored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), provides
for a method of determining compliance with proposed federal
tax law relating to state and local government bond obligations.

Friday, March 14

Charitable gambling bill advances

The Senate granted final passage Fri., Mar. 14, to H.F. 2331
providing for taxation of charitable gambling. The bill imposes a
tax on the sale of pull-tabs of nine percent of the face resale value
of the pull-tabs less the total prizes paid out. Other lawful
gambling is taxed at a rate of ten percent of the gross receipts less
prizes actually paid out.

The bill also provides for the registration of manufacturers of
gambling equipment and makes unlicensed wholesaling of
gambling equipment a felony.

The Senate granted final passage to several additional bills: S.F.
2255 (Chmielewski) permitting the establishment of a port
authority in Cloquet; S.F. 1734 (Pehler) a resolution memorializing
the President and Congress of the United States to commend
school bus drivers; S.F. 1648 (Belanger) permitting certain
licensed dealers or manufacturers to own machine guns and short




barreled shot guns in some circumstances; S.F. 1956 (Ramstad)
authorizing the establishment of a capital improvement reserve
fund in Plymouth; S.F. 2127 (Renneke) exempting certain general
obligation bonds and tax levies from debt and levy limitations in
the city of Cologne; S.F. 2067 (Knutson) permitting the
establishment of special service districts in Mendota Heights; S.F.
2129 (Waldorf) permitting the imposition of an additional tax on
transient lodging in St. Paul; S.F. 1584 (Peterson, C.C.) providing
for the taxation of some entertainers and athletes; S.F. 2153
(Peterson, C.C.) making changes in the agricultural resource loan
guaranty board; S.F. 1703 (Wegscheid) increasing certain vending
machine inspection fees; S.F. 2171 (Benson) providing
exemptions for certain air ambulance services; S.F. 2256 (Peterson,
RW.) revising the Uniform Limited Partnership Act; and S.F. 1744
(Pehler) providing for special license plates for Vietnam veterans,
national guard members, and former prisoners of war.

Senate approves drug dealing penalties

Senators approved a bill Friday that would toughen penalties for
persons convicted of dealing drugs. The measure, H.F. 654,
sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude, was the focal point of extensive
debate Friday afternoon. During the committee process the bill
had been amended, by Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) to include
penalties, paralleling sentencing guideline penalties for level 7
crimes, of stiff sentences and fines for persons convicted of
dealing drugs. In addition, other committee amendments had
provided for a multiple perscription system for Schedule II
controlled substances, and for provisions dealing with the
disposition of cases within the juvenile justice system.

Most of the debate on the measure was sparked by an
amendment offered by Sen. Glen Taylor (IR-Mankato), which
would have required mandatory minimum sentences for those
convicted of dealing drugs. The language in the Taylor
amendment had been included in the bill as introduced. However,
Spear argued successfully against the amendment which failed on
a vote of 31-35. The language providing for a multiple prescription
system for Schedule 11 drugs was deleted under an amendment
offered by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake). The
juvenile code provisions were deleted under an amendment
offered by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-Richfield). Freeman had
originally offered the amendment to include the juvenile code
provisions but had the language deleted on the grounds that the
juvenile code language would endanger the bill.

In addition, the Senate gave final passage to seventeen bills on
the Special Orders Calendar during the afternoon floor session:
HF. 2195 (Moe, R.D.) authorizing the city of McIntosh to issue
bonds in excess of its net debt limitations; S.F. 1151
(Frederickson) changing Ottawa township, in LeSueur County,
from the second to the first congressional district; H.F. 1838
(Bertram) defining certain kinds of milk; H.F. 2464 (Bertram)
authorizing the city of Bowlus to exceed its debt limit in order to
construct a firehall; HF. 2169 (Dicklich) providing for the sale of
leased lakeshore land and requiring that ten percent of the
proceeds be designated for scientific and natural areas; H.F. 2100
(Chmielewski) removing the time and geographical restrictions on
the State Agricultural Society’s ability to impose restrictions on
performers at the State Fair grounds;

HF. 2427 (Laidig) authorizing the exchange of state property
with Minnesota Transportation Museum property; H.F. 1984
(Peterson, RW.) regulating securities and regulating the
assignment of mortgages and the administration of certain escrow
accounts; S.F. 1660 (Frederickson) allowing the designation, sale,
and redemption of a homestead that is foreclosed on or part of
other property; HF. 2051 (Lantry) allowing the establishment of
special service districts in the city of St. Paul; H.F. 1875 (Lantry)
providing for the governance of St. Paul-Ramsey Medical Center

and creating a public corporation to provide health care services;

HF. 1772 (Solon) increasing various court fees and clarifying
existing fee statutes; HF. 1773 (Freeman) regulating the
distribution of various tobacco products including smokeless
tobacco; S.F. 1604 (Frederickson) setting forth procedures for
planting crop owners to recover crop values and providing for
liens on crops and property; S.F. 2116 (Luther) providing
procedures for the removal of certain elected county officials; and
H.F. 2017 (Petty) allowing certain video taped statements to be
admissible as evidence in court proceedings involving phsyical or
sexual abuse against a child.

Fetal death bill passes

A bill making it a crime to cause death or injury to a fetus by
injuring a pregnant women passed the Senate Friday evening. The
bill, HF. 1844, sponsored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
specifies that if the fetus is injured, the crime is committed against
the unborn child, rather than the mother.

The bill establishes criminal penalties for murder, manslaughter,
assault, and criminal vehicular operation.

The Senate also passed S.F. 2060, which allows the Dept. of
Administration to hire any individual, business or agency other
than the Dept. of Natural Resources to move elk near Grykla,
Minnesota, to another part of the state. The bill also allows the
DNR to establish an elk hunting season once the animals are
moved.

Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), sponsor of the
proposal, failed to win Senate approval for an amendment keeping
the elk in the Northwestern part of the state. “I think its silly for us
to go through the embarrassment of trying to move elk again,” he
said.

However, Sen, Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) said the elk
must be moved to prevent further crop damage in the area. “There
are people in the Western states who know how to move elk, and
I think we ought to hire them,” he said.

The Senate also passed S.F. 1732, sponsored by Merriam, which
changes child support laws. The bill establishes a “rebuttable
presumption” that joint legal custody is in the best interest of the
child. The bill requires mandatory mediation in any contested
custody case in an attempt to resolve disputes between the
parents. However, mandatory mediation is not required when
allegations of abuse have been made. Further, the bill specifies
that the mediator will not be the person making the custody
investigation and recommendation. The bill also alters the child
support guidelines and clarifies that a new spouse’s income
cannot be considered for child support purposes.

The Senate adopted an amendment, offered by Sen. Ron Sieloff
(IR-St. Paul), that specifies, unless parties otherwise agree, the total
award of support and maintenance may not exceed 50 percent of
the obligor’s net income, as defined under the guidelines.

Saturday, March 15

Voluntary siting process wins

A bill establishing a voluntary approach for siting a hazardous
waste “stabilization and containment” facility in Minnesota passed
the Senate Sat. Mar. 15. The measure, S.F. 1952, sponsored by Sen.
Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids), also removes the four existing
candidate sites from consideration.

According to the proposal, the Waste Management Board
(WMB) could enter into contracts with counties volunteering
suitable sites to quarter the facility. The contract would include
incentives agreed upon by the county and the WMB. Counties
offering suitable sites would receive an increase in local
government aids. If a contract is agreed upon, the county would
get additional local government aid plus the benefits established




Toor Action

in the contract.

Under another bill passed Saturday, the State Patrol could not
require troopers to issue a certain number of traffic tickets. The
intent of the bill, HF. 1930, offered by Minority Leader Glen
Taylor, is to insure that the patrol does not evaluate jobs based
upon the number of tickets issued.

Other bills passed Saturday morning include: H.F. 2045
(Kroening) changing the time of election of certain Minneapolis
board members; H.F. 2466 (Chmielewski) changing boundaries of
certain state parks; and S.F. 2010 (Pehler) permitting school
districts to petition the Legislature to suspend certain mandates
and allowing the State Board of Education to establish research
sites composed of school districts for research in performance-
based education.

Mega-mall, home school bills pass

The Senate gave final passage Saturday, to H.F. 2123, the bill
giving Bloomington the money it needs to develop the proposed
mega-mall site. Also approved was H.F. 1744, which establishes a
task force to study educating children at home.

Under S.F. 2123, authored by Sen. Michael Freeman (DFL-
Richfield), Bloomington will borrow money from the fiscal
disparities pool to finance highway improvements needed to
develop the area. Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon Rapids)
proposed an amendment which would have deleted the sections
providing for the loan.

“This is a very dangerous precedent,” Merriam said. “We might
as well repeal the fiscal disparities law.”

“Of all the bad things in this bad bill, this is the worst,” agreed
Sen. Donald Moe (DFL-St. Paul). However, the Senate did not
approve Merriam's amendment.

Bloomington may pay for the development by enacting three
local option taxes: an on-site sales tax not to exceed one percent;
an increase in the city’s existing three percent hotel/motel tax; and
a citywide liquor tax of five percent on retail sales of on-sale liquor
establishments.

The Senate also approved H.F. 1744, as amended by Sen. James
Pehler (DFL-St. Cloud), creating a task force to study the
compulsory attendance laws. However, the Senate rejected, by a
34-29, vote an amendment by Sen. Gen Olson (IR-Minnetrista) that
greatly expanded the definition of a school. Under the
amendment, which was very similar to a bill authored by Olson
and rejected by the Education Committee, an institution could be
defined as a school if: pupils are taught by licensed or “effective”
teachers; it is accredited by certain organizations or is affiliated
with a church; or if the students perform satisfactorily on
recognized achievement tests.

The Senate also granted final passage to H.F. 2287 (Pogemilller)
providing a method to comply with proposed federal tax law
relating to state and local government obligations; and H.F. 2407
(Samuelson) directing the transfer of the Croft Mine Park to
Ironton, Crosby, and the Croft historical park board.

Second Unemployment Comp bill gains

Senators reacted to threats of a certain veto of an earlier
unemployment compensation bill by passing a second measure
Sat., Mar. 15, which had the support of organized labor. The new
bill, HF. 1847, sponsored by Sen. Florian Chmielewski (DFL-
Sturgeon lLake), was successfully amended by Sen. Don Frank
(DFL-Spring Lake Park) to contain language more acceptable to
pro-labor senators. An amendment offered by Sen. Tom Nelson
(DFL-Austin), which would have enacted recommendations by the
Governor’s Task Force on Unemployment Compensation, failed to
gain Senate approval. Thus, as amended by the Frank amendment,
the bill places a three year freeze on the maximum weekly
benefits, provides between six to 14 weeks of additional benefits

for workers still unemployed after major plant closings in counties
with high unemployment rates and provides for short-term
borrowing from the general fund for the payment of the federal
debt on the unemployment insurance compensation fund. The bill
was passed on a vote of 42-23.

The Senate also approved and passed the conference committee
report on the Reinvest in Minnesota bill—H.F. 628. The measure
provides $16 million in bonding authority to pay farmers to set
aside marginal farm land, to fund DNR fish and wildlife projects
and a critical habitat fund and to fund an aspen recycling program.
The chief sponsor of the measure, Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-
Wyoming), said the bill is intended to protect land from erosion,
to provide habitat for wildlife and to aid Minnesota farmers. The
conference committee report gained unanimous approval and the
bill was repassed 64-0.

Twelve additional bills were given final passage during the
Saturday evening session: H.F. 1793 (Benson) authorizing the
stocking of fish in certain streams where public access is granted,;
H.F. 2010 (Merriam) relating to the State High School League and
providing standards for student participation in non-scholastic
activities; H.F. 450 (Hughes) creating a tax return checkoff to fund
the child abuse prevention trust fund and providing for
disbursement of funds for child abuse prevention; H.F. 2044
(Luther) authorizing the Supreme Court to set salary levels for the
state court administrator and district court administrator and
authorizing the salary levels for the executive secretaries of certain
state boards; H.F. 2023 (Luther) changing certain procedures in
absentee voting, requiring public notice and demonstrations of
new voting equipment and authorizing standard ballot formats;

HF. 2170 (Laidig) authorizing the captive propagation and sale
of raptors; S.F. 2179 (Dahl) amending the “lemon car” law and
extending coverage to farm tractors; H.F. 1035 (Sieloff) fixing
conditions of the legal determination of fraud in property transfers
and enacting portions of the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act; SF.
1621 (Frederickson) permitting the investment of debt service
funds in face amount certificates; H.F. 1970 (Wegscheid)
prescribing appraisal for the conveyance of state land in Dakota
County to the city of Hastings; H.F. 2329 (Wescheid) authorizing
the issuance of bonds in Dakota County for the construction of
library buildings and providing for an annual levy for debt
retirement; and H.F. 2364 (DeCramer) permitting the
Transportation Regulation Board to approve certain rate changes
and applications for track abandonment without a public hearing
and providing for the imposition of a misdemeanor penalty for
certain violations in the movement of hazardous materials.

Senators also concurred with amendments placed on S.F. 1782
by the House and re-passed the bill. The measure, sponsored by
Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.), regulates long-term health care
policies and requires coverage for home health care and care in
skilled or intermediate nursing facilities. Three additional bills
were granted concurrance and re-passage. S.F. 1581, authored by
Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) provides for the establishment of
rules relating to child day care providers and prohibits local
governments from establishing special fire code requirements for
small family day care homes. S.F. 1671, also sponsored by Berglin,
is the convention center measure and provides for the city of
Minneapolis to levy certain taxes in order to contruct a convention
center. S.F. 1526, authored by Sen. Gene Merriam (DFL-Coon
Rapids), is a recodification of state statutes concerning game and
fish.

Monday, March 17

Constitutional amendments bill fails

The Senate spent three hours discussing proposed amendments,
most of which were ruled not germane, to H.F. 397, a bill that




would have allowed voters in the state to decide if they wanted
two new provisions added to the Minnesota Constitution. The
provisions involved the right to bear arms and a state lottery.

The Senate did not approve an amendment, proposed by Sen.
Phyllis McQuaid (IR-St. Louis Park), which would have deleted
sections involving the lottery. Putting the two issues together
makes a mockery of the legislative system, McQuaid said; voters
should be allowed to vote on them separately. Although the
Senate had previously passed a bill that put the lottery on the
ballot, the House did not approve it.

An amendment proposed by Sen. Gary Laidig (IR-Stillwater)
would have allowed voters to respond to the question “Shall the
Minnesota constitution be amended to provide that no unborn
person shall be deprived of life by any person, except when
necessary to prevent the death of the mother,” at the 1986 general
election. The amendment was ruled not germane.

Another amendment—also ruled not germane—would have
given voters the chance to decide if elected officials could be
recalled by petition and special election.

The bill was defeated by a 28-37 vote.

The Senate also gave final passage to H.F. 2138, which extends a
state law allowing the federal government to settle land claims in
the White Earth Indian Reservation and establishes a dedicated
account for money received from the sale of wild rice licenses.

Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-Mpls.) moved that the Senate concur with
the House amendments to S.F. 2102. The bill, as amended by the
House, requires that guardians ad litem be appointed in certain
family court cases in which the court has “reason to believe” the
child has been abused. The “reason to believe” standard was in
the bill as it was first introduced in the Senate, but was amended
to a “probable cause” standard. The Senate rejected Petty’s motion
and another motion to appoint a conference committee. The bill
was laid on the table.

Final passage was also granted to H.F. 2263 (Luther) changing
applicability of shareholder voting on control share acquisitions.
Re-passage was given to S.F. 1732 (Merriam) providing a
presumption for joint legal custody in marriage dissolution cases,
and HF. 418 (Merriam) regarding comparable worth salary
schedules in local government.

Later that afternoon, the Senate re-passed two bills relating to
sexual contact with children. Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New
Hope) authored both bills. H.F. 2012 increases the penalties for
soliciting or inducing a child to practice prostitution. H.F. 1835
prohibits the solicitation of children to engage in sexual conduct
and also requires that victims be notified when convicted
offenders are released from custody.

The Senate granted re-passage to S.F. 31 (Diessner)
strengthening prohibitions and penalities regarding the operation
of motorboats while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled
substance.

Re-passage was also granted to S.F. 1950 (Merriam) prohibitting
sexual discrimination by facilities which take advantage of the
open space property tax exemption.

The Senate also granted final passage to: S.F. 2151 (Peterson,
RW.) increasing the authority of the state board of chiropractors
and providing grounds for license revocation; and H.F. 1991
(Wegscheid) clarifying the role of the Metropolitan Council and
establishing new appointment procedures.

Senate approves fundraising ban

A bill prohibiting the solicitation of campaign funds from
lobbyists and the contribution of funds by lobbyists during
legislative sessions was given final passage Monday evening. Sen.
Charles Berg (IND-Chokio), chief author of the bill, S.F. 1858, was
successful in removing provisions placing limits on campaign
contributions and prohibiting candidates for federal office from

holding fundraisers. However, Berg was not able to remove a
provision dealing with the aggregation of funds that he claimed
called into question the constitutionality of his bill. Berg
successfully resisted an amendment that stated that any portion of
the bill found unconstitutional would make the entire bill
unconstitutional. The measure was passed on a vote of 64-3.

In other action, Senate members devoted Monday night and the
early hours Tuesday morning to the consideration of bills on
Special Orders, conference committee reports and Senate bills
requiring concurrance and re-passage.

Among the bills on Special Orders was a measure making
numerous changes to the workers’ compensation laws. Sen.
Florian Chmielewski (DFL-Sturgeon Lake), the measure’s chief
author, offered an amendment to delete sections of the bill, H.F.
1873, which could cause controversy. The bill, said Chmielewski,
was needed to help the Dept. of Labor and Industry clarify existing
language and aid the department in fulfilling its mission.

H.F. 2210, authored by Sen. John Bernhagen (IR-Hutchinson),
sparked considerable controversy when an attempt was made to
add a major amendment concerning unemployment
compensation to the bill. The original bill provided for property
valuation and for certain unemployment compensation liability
changes in behalf of a company that experienced a major fire
earlier this year. Sen. Florian Chmielewski, attempted to amend
the bill with language concerning the weekly benefit rate for
unemployed workers. The amendment was defeated and the bill
was endorsed unanimously.

Other bills gaining concurrance and re-passage included: S.F.
1721 (Berglin) providing that health and dental coverage be
provided in child support and regulating withholding for purposes
of child support; S.F. 2147 (Benson) requiring the commissioner
of health to monitor transitional care, authorizing the use of swing
beds by patients transferred from hospitals, changing the
computation of in-patient rates and establishing a task force on
long-term health planning; S.F. 1850 (Waldorf) regulating fees for
state agency services and providing conditions for certain
hydropower developments; S.F. 2161 (Dicklich) providing training
opportunities for technically qualified individuals who may be
exposed to hazardous substances and providing for funding of
AVIT's firefighting programs; S.F. 1940 (Dicklich) prescribing the
powers of community action agencies and regulating the payment
of severance pay; S.F. 1014 (Petty) providing for prosecutions by
city attorneys for certain misdemeanors, expanding the crime of
theft to cover diversions of corporate property, permitting six
member juries in gross misdemeanor cases and permitting the
imposition of fines and minimum probation periods on persons
placed on probation; S.F. 1641 (DeCramer) establishing a system
of registration for fleet vehicles; and S.F. 1965 (Samuelson)
making revisions to the Community Social Services Act.

Measures passed on Special Orders included: HF. 1958
(Peterson, D.C.) providing increased protection and rights to
victims of crimes, providing new procedures for enforcing
restitution orders making changes in the Crime Victims
Reparations Act and providing penalties for the disturbance of
Indian burial grounds and human remains; and H.F. 1863
(Freeman) clarifying the crime of failing to file a tax return and
creating a presumption that property acquired during the course of
certain crimes are “proceeds” for purposes of forfeiture law. The
Senate also approved the conference committee report and re-
passed H.F. 2169. The measure, sponsored by Sen. Ronald Dicklich
(DFL-Hibbing) provides a procedure to sell state leased lakeshore
lands and provides for the disposition of proceeds of the land
acquisition account.

An attempt to concur with the House amendments on S.F. 1648
did not prevail. The bill, authored by Sen. William Belanger (IR-
Bloomington), originally provided for the regulation of machine
guns and short barreled shot guns but was amended by the House




to include a provision providing for a constitutional amendment
guaranteeing the right to bear arms. After considerable debate the
bill was referred to conference committee.

Taconite industry gets tax breaks

The state’s taconite industry would receive $36 million in tax
cuts over the next three years, under a bill okayed by the Senate
Monday evening. The Senate accepted the conference committee
report to S.F. 2280, sponsored by tax chairman Douglas Johnson
(DFL-Cook), and re-passed the bill on a 65-1 vote.

Johnson said the tax breaks contained in the bill will help boost
the taconite industry and enable it to better compete with foreign
ore industries.

The Senate also passed the conference committee report to a
bill regulating the conduct of public utilities commissioners.
Under the measure, S.F. 1869, sponsored by Sen. Neil Dieterich
(DFL-St. Paul), an eligible candidate for the commission may not
work for a company regulated by the commission one year prior
to when the term begins. Also, within one year after leaving the
commission, the commissioner may not accept employment with
a company regulated by the PUC. Furthermore, a commissioner is
forbidden from discussing employment opportunities with a
person who is party to a pending case before the commission.

Several other conference committee reports were accepted and
re-passed by the Senate. They include: S.F. 1725 (Pogemiller)
establishing a uniform set of standards and procedures to be
followed when using tax increment financing or establishing a
port authority within a city; S.F. 1949 (Merriam) prohibiting public
access restrictions to be more restrictive than the lake-use
restrictions; and S.F. 1793 (Chmielewski) providing additional
taxing authority to local communities.

The Senate also sent to the governor S.F. 1980, sponsored by
Sen. Randolph Peterson (DFL-Wyoming). The bill establishes a
subsidy program to aid families with children having
developmental disabilities.

Tuesday, March 18

Senate re-passes amended insurance bill

The Senate accepted the House of Representative’s amendments
to S.F. 2078 and re-passed it by a 60-3 vote. The bill encompasses
the Omnibus Insurance legislation authored by Sen. William
Luther (DFL-Brooklyn Park) and a bill authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth) authorizing the establishment of non-profit risk
indemnification trusts.

The bill establishes a Joint Underwriting Association, provides
tort reform and strengthens the state’s power to regulate the
insurance industry. It is a response to the availability and
affordability crisis in liability insurance.

The Senate adopted the conference report and re-passed H.F.
1919, modifying the Post-Secondary Enrollment Act. The bill
requires high school students to pay for college credits obtained
through the post-secondary enrollment program and imposes a
limit on participation in the program. The legislation, authored by
Sen. Tom Nelson (DFL-Austin), also establishes a task force to

study access to the program and expands the types of institutions
eligible for the program.

The Senate also adopted the conference report and granted re-
passage to H.F. 2331, The measure provides for the taxation of
lawful gambling, requires the registration of manufacturers of
gambling equipment, and provides for maximum prizes for pull-
tabs. The bill exempts certain lawful gambling from licensing and
taxation and requires that officials notify town boards of license
applications.

The Senate also re-passed H.F. 2287 (Pogemiller) relating to
local government financing. The bill provides local governments
with issuance authority for obligations and bonds. It also provides
for wastewater treatment control and prescribes pollution control
agency procedures.

In other action, the Senate granted re-passage to H.F. 1782
(Peterson, C.C.) enacting the lake improvement district act; H.F.
1863 (Freeman) clarifying the crime of failing to file a tax return,
creating a presumption that property acquired during the course of
certain crimes are proceeds of the crime for purposes of forfeiture
law and repealing the crime of criminal syndicalism,

Wednesday, March 19

Senate okays conference reports,
passes bills

The Senate adopted seven conference committee reports and
granted repassage to eight bills Wednesday. All will be sent to the
governor for his signature.

H.F. 654, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-Maple Grove),
increases the maximum penalty for selling certain types of drugs
to 20 years in prison or a $60,000 fine or both for a first conviction.
The bill also establishes a tax on marijuana and other controlled
substances and makes it illegal for any dealer to posses them
without having paid the tax.

H.F. 1860, authored by Sen. AW. “Bill” Diesner (DFL-Afton),
mandates that the governor create a committee to nominate
persons for appointment to the Metropolitan Council. The bill also
requires that council members notify a metropolitan agency at
least 90 days before making a substantial revision of the policy
plan affecting that agency. Any plan that an agency plans to submit
to the council must have a public hearing.

The Senate also approved H.F. 2294 (Solon) removing certain
educational assistants from civil service in the Duluth school
district; H.F. 2014 (Hughes) the secretary of state’s elections
housekeeping bill; H.F. 1875 (Lantry) creating a public
corporation to engage in the provision and delivery of health care
at St. Paul-Ramsey County Hospital; HF. 229 (Moe, D.M.)
extending health insurance benefits to some retired teachers who
are not currently eligible for Medicaid, changing eligibility
requirements for surviving spouse benefits and extending the time
for termination of service to qualify for early retirement without
reduction of annuities. The Senate concurred in the House
amendmentments and re-passed H.F. 1912 (Knaak) authorizing
some town boards to provide for blanket position bonds in certain
circumstances and authorizing various municipalities to issue on-
sale liquor licenses.




SENATE CO

MITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (19)

CHAIRMAN: Merriam
OFFICE NO.: G-24

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 1-3 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Berg DeCramer
Bernhagen Frederickson
Bertram Gustafson
Dahi Isackson
Davis Laidig

VICE CHAIRMAN: Davis
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4157

Lessard Storm
Merriam Stumpf
Novak Wegscheid

Peterson, C. C. Willet
Peterson, RW.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMERCE (15)

CHAIRMAN: Solon
OFFICE NO.: 303

MEETS: T, Th; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Adkins Dahl
Anderson Freeman
Belanger Kroening
Benson Kronebusch

VICE CHAIRMAN: Freeman
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4158

Laidig Samuelson
Luther Solon
Peterson, D. C.  Wegscheid
Petty

EDUCATION (21)

CHAIRMAN: Pehler
OFFICE NO.: 306

MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Anderson Kamrath
Dahl Knutson
Davis Langseth
Dicklich Mehrkens
Dieterich Merriam
Hughes Nelson

VICE CHAIRMAN: Stumpf
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4185

Olson Reichgott
Pehler Stumpf
Peterson, D. C.  Taylor
Peterson, D. L.

Peterson, R. W,

Ramstad

EDUCATION AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (14)

CHAIRMAN: Nelson
OFFICE NO.: 301

MEETS: M, Th; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Dicklich Langseth
Dieterich Mehrkens
Hughes Merriam
Knutson Nelson

TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4871

Olson Peterson, R. W.
Pehler Taylor
Peterson, D. C.

Peterson, D. L.

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS (11)

CHAIRMAN: Hughes
OFFICE NO.: 328

VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8866

MEETS: W; Room 118; 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Frederickson Johnson, D. J. Peterson, D. C. Storm

Hughes Luther Peterson, D. L. Willet

Johnson, D. E. Moe, R. D. Samuelson
EMPLOYMENT (13)

CHAIRMAN: Chmielewski
OFFICE NO.: 325

VICE CHAIRMAN: Diessner
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8865

MEETS: T, Th; Room 112; 10-12 noon

MEMBERS:
Belanger Diessner Kroening Vega
Brataas Frank Nelson
Chmielewski Frederick Pehler
Dicklich Gustafson Ramstad
ENERGY AND HOUSING (13)

CHAIRMAN: Vega
OFFICE NO.: G-29

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 118; 1-3 p.m.

VICE CHAIR: Peterson, D. C.
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-8864

MEMBERS:
Adkins Kamrath Peterson, D, C. Vega
Anderson Kroening Peterson, D. L.
Frank McQuaid Pogemiller
Freeman Olson Reichgott
FINANCE (25)

CHAIRMAN: Willet
OFFICE NO.: 121

MEETS: T, W, F; Room 112; 3-5 p.m.

MEMBERS:

Brataas Kroening
Dahl Kronebusch
Dicklich Langseth
Frederickson Lantry
Hughes Lessard
Johnson, D. E. Luther
Knutson Mehrkens

VICE CHAIRMAN: Dicklich
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-6436

Nelson Spear
Purfeerst Taylor
Ramstad Waldorf
Renneke Willet
Samuelson

Schmitz

Solon

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS (13)

CHAIRMAN: Moe, D. M.
OFFICE NO.: 309

VICE CHAIRMAN: Wegscheid
TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4175

MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 8-10 am.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (13)

CHAIR: Berglin VICE CHAIRMAN: Petty
OFFICE NO.: 323 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4151
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 1-3 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Benson Dicklich Lantry Waldorf
Berglin Diessner Moe, D. M.
Brataas Johnson, D. E. Petty
Chmielewski Knutson Solon

JUDICIARY (14)
CHAIRMAN: Spear VICE CHAIR: Reichgott
OFFICE NO.: G-27 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4191
MEETS: M, W, F; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Freeman Knaak Petty Sieloff
Johnson, D. E. Luther Pogemiller Spear
Jude Merriam Ramstad
Kamrath Peterson, R. W.  Reichgott

LOCAL AND URBAN GOVERNMENT (13)
CHAIRMAN: Schmitz VICE CHAIR: Adkins
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4150
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 10-12 noon
MEMBERS:
Adkins Isackson Reichgott Wegscheid
Bertram Kamrath Renneke
Davis McQuaid Schmitz
Freeman Olson Stumpf
PUBLIC UTILITIES AND STATE REGULATED INDUSTRIES (15)
CHAIRMAN: Dieterich VICE CHAIRMAN: Jude
OFFICE NO.: 235 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1767
MEETS: T, Th; Room G-15; 8-10 a.m.
MEMBERS:
DeCramer Isackson Novak Spear
Dieterich Johnson, DJ. Peterson, D. L. Storm
Frank Jude Purfeerst Waldorf
Gustafson Knaak Sieloff
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION (27)
CHAIRMAN: Moe, R. D. VICE CHAIRMAN: Luther
OFFICE NO.: 208 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4196
MEETS: On Call
MEMBERS: 7
Belanger Johnson, D. J. Moe, R. D. Sieloff
Berglin Knutson Nelson Solon
Bernhagen Laidig Pehler Spear
Chmielewski Lessard Peterson, C. C.  Taylor
Dieterich Luther Purfeerst Vega
Frederick Merriam Renneke Willet
Hughes Moe, D. M. Schmitz
TAXES AND TAX LAWS (25)

CHAIRMAN: Johnson, D. J. VICE CHAIRMAN: Novak
OFFICE NO.: 205 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4839
MEETS: T, W, F; Room G-15; 3-5 p.m.
MEMBERS:
Belanger Davis Merriam Pogemiller
Benson Dieterich Moe, D. M. Sieloff
Berg Frank Novak Stumpf
Berglin Frederick, Pehler Vega
Bernhagen Johnson, D. J. Peterson, C. C.
Bertram Jude Peterson, R. W.
Chmielewski Laidig Petty

PROPERTY TAXES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AIDS SUBCOMMITTEE (16)

CHAIRMAN: Peterson, C. C.

ROOM: 205
MEETS: On
MEMBERS:
Belanger
Berg
Berglin
Bernhagen

CHAIRMAN: Purfeerst

TELEPHONE NO.: 296-4135
Call
Davis Johnson, D. J. Pehler
Dieterich Laidig Peterson, C. C.
Frank Merriam Peterson, R. W.
Frederick Novak Petty
TRANSPORTATION (17)

VICE CHAIRMAN: DeCramer

ROOM: 303 TELEPHONE NO.: 2964186
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 112; 10-12 noon

MEMBERS:

Adkins Diessner Lantry Stumpf
Anderson Frederick Mehrkens Vega
Berg Kronebusch Novak

Bernhagen Laidig Purfeerst

DeCramer Langseth Schmitz

CHAIRMAN: Lessard

VETERANS AND GENERAL LEGISLATION (12)
VICE CHAIRMAN: Bertram

MEMBERS:

Benson Knaak Peterson, C. C.  Wegscheid
Berglin lantry Pogemiller

Frederickson McQuaid Renneke

Jude Moe, D. M. Spear

ROOM: 328 TELEPHONE NO.: 296-1771
MEETS: M, W, F; Room 118; 8-10 a.m.

MEMBERS:

Berg Chmielewski Isackson Samuelson
Bertram DeCramer Kronebusch Schmitz
Brataas Diessner Lessard Storm
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(DFL-St.Cloud).

Two additional conference committee reports were adopted and
the bills repassed. H.F. 1886, authored by Sen. Tad Jude (DFL-
Maple Grove), changes the notice requirements for special
assessments, regulates certain property tax appeals. and regulates
public funds deposits. S.F. 2102, authored by Sen. Eric Petty (DFL-
Mpls.), requires the appointment of guardians ad litem in certain
child custody proceedings. Finally, the Senate granted final
passage to H.F. 1677, authored by Sen. Charles Davis (DFL-
Princeton). The bill requires the commissioner of education to
cooperatively develop a plan for automation of state agency
libraries, changes the way the department of education provides
certain information and other services, and allows mayors to
appoint nonresidents to city library boards under certain
circumstances.

Letter writing

You can express your viewpoint in a letter to your legislator.
When addressing your letter, use the following salutation:

Formal Address Salutation

The Honorable John Doe Dear Senator
Room 00, State Capitol or
St. Paul, MN 55155 Dear Mr. Doe

@ @ ©
Visiting

It is possible to arrange a personal visit with your legislator by
calling his or her office and arranging a time with the secretary.
Legislators keep busy schedules, so it is important to call in
advance and arrange a time. You do not need to be a lobbyist to
talk with your legislator. They welcome visits from their
constituents.

Notice to Subscribers

All areas of state government are striving to cut operational
costs. The Senate Public Information Office is no exception.
Therefore, in order to reduce production and mailing costs, and
save taxpayers dollars, we are requesting that Briefly subscribers
notify us if they no longer wish to receive the publication.

Branches of government

Government at the state and federal levels consists of three
principal branches: the legislative, the executive and the judicial.

The legislative branch is responsible for the enactment and
revision of laws, The United States Congress forms the laws at the
national level, and the Minnesota Legislature is the lawmaking
body at the state level. Both Congress and the Minnesota
Legislature consists of two bodies: the Senate and the House of
Representatives. This two body system is referred to as a bicameral
system.

The executive branch administers and executes the laws passed
by the legislative branch. The President of the United States is the
chief executive at the federal level, and the governor serves as the
state’s chief executive. They are aided by the officials appointed to
head the various agencies and departments and by the other
officials elected to the executive branch. For example, the
governor is assisted by the lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
state treasuret, state auditor, attorney general and the agency
heads.

The judicial branch enforces the laws and insures that the
interpretation of the law is in defense of the U.S. and state
constitutions. The federal and state court systems compose the
judicial branch.

The responsibilities of each branch of government differ, and no
branch of government is given power over another. This system of
“checks and balances” assures that no single group can dominate
the workings of government.
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Briefly
Briefly is published weekly during legislative sessions by
the Publications Office, Rm 111, State Capitol Building, St.
Paul, MN 55155. Briefly is mailed free of charge to interested
or concerned citizens and news media. To be placed on the
mailing list, write or call (612) 296-0504.
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